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Artist Erika Moran; 


“My message is to carry the greatness 


that we all have inside, and that greatness 
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The prime minister gives recognition to 
Aruban Models who recently competed 


in international competition 
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Debt ceiling talks to resume Monday as Biden, McCarthy 
prepare to meet 


Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., walks in the Capitol Rotunda on Capitol Hill in Washington, Sunday, May 21, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel 


many had the pleasure to find! 
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By STEPHEN GROVES, ZEKE 
MILLER and, JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Debt 
ceiling talks were set to re- 
sume Sunday evening as 
Washington races to strike 
a 
budget 
compromise 
along with a deal to raise 
the nation’s borrowing limit 
and avert an economy- 
wrecking federal default. 
President Joe Biden and 
House Speaker Kevin Mc- 
Carthy spoke by phone 
Sunday while the presi- 
dent was returning home 
on Air Force One after the 
Group of Seven summit in 
Japan. Upbeat, McCar- 
thy, R-Calif., told reporters 
at the Capitol that the call 
was “productive” and that 
the 
on-again, 
off-again 
negotiations between his 
staff and White House rep- 
resentatives are focused 
on spending cuts. He’s to 
meet Biden on Monday at 
the White House. 


Continued on page 3 
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Uvalde families dig in for new test of gun industry protections 


By PAUL J. WEBER and JAKE 
BLEIBERG 
Associated Press 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — After 
Mayah Zamora was shot 
and wounded at Robb Ele- 
mentary School, her family 
did what many mass shoot- 
ing survivors do: They sued. 
They sued the store off Main 
Street in Uvalde, Texas, that 
sold the teenage gunman 
his AR-style rifle. They sued 
the gun maker. And they 
sued police who waited 77 
minutes outside Mayah’s 
fourth-grade classroom be- 
fore stopping the shooting 
that killed 19 children and 
two teachers. 
“Mainly what we are look- 
ing for is some sort of jus- 
tice,” said Christina Zamo- 
ra, Mayah’s mother. 
As the grim frequency of 
gun 
violence 
continues, 


both the U.S. government 
and 
gun 
manufacturers 
have reached large settle- 
ments in recent years fol- 
lowing some of the nation’s 
worst mass shootings. In 
April, the Justice Depart- 
ment announced a $144 
million settlement with rela- 
tives and families of a 2017 
Texas church attack, which 
was carried out by a former 
U.S. airman with a criminal 
history. 
The lawsuits, relatives and 
victims of mass shootings 
say, are an effort to get ac- 
countability and prevent 
more attacks — by forcing 
reforms, hurting the gun 
industry’s bottom line and 
strengthening background 
checks after lapses failed 
to stop gunmen from buy- 
ing weapons. 
But despite two high-profile 


settlements in the last year 
involving 
gun 
manufac- 
turers, and Democrat-led 


states rolling back some in- 
dustry protections, not only 
do high hurdles remain for 
lawsuits to succeed, but in 
some places the hurdles 
are growing taller. 
On May 11, Tennessee 
Gov. Bill Lee signed a new 
law that further shields gun 
manufacturers from law- 
suits, weeks after a shooter 
at a Nashville school killed 
six people. 
It comes as attorneys say 
the narrow path for victims 
to bring lawsuits has be- 
gun to widen, including for 
families in Uvalde, who on 
Wednesday will mark the 
one year since the most 
deadly school shooting in 
Texas history. 
“I think there are more op- 
portunities 
for 
account- 
ability than maybe there 
were five to 10 years ago,” 
said Eric Tirschwell, execu- 
tive director for Everytown 
for Gun Safety, which for 
years has brought lawsuits 
against the gun industry 
and is also involved in the 
Uvalde case. 
The track record for lawsuits 
following mass shootings 
is mixed. The gun industry 
remains largely protected 
from liability under a federal 
law, known as the Protec- 
tion of Lawful Commerce 
in Arms Act, though it does 
not completely exempt or 
immunize gun manufactur- 
ers from lawsuits. 
Over 
the 
last 
decade, 
courts have tossed numer- 
ous lawsuits, many of which 
did not target the gun in- 
dustry but instead brought 


negligence claims against 
the government or the 
places where the attacks 
took place. In 2020, the ca- 
sino company MGM Resorts 
International and its insurers 
agreed to an $800 million 
settlement over a shooting 
on the Las Vegas Strip that 
killed 58 people and injured 
hundreds more. 
Last year, the maker of the 
rifle used in the 2012 Sandy 
Hook 
Elementary 
shoot- 
ing settled with families for 
$73 million over a lawsuit 
that accused Remington 
of targeting younger, at-risk 
males in marketing. In Ten- 
nessee, the GOP sponsor of 
the state’s new law waved 
to what happened in Con- 
necticut in defending the 
need to further shield the 
industry: “Few companies 
can survive a $73 million 
settlement,” 
state 
Rep. 
Monty Fritts said in Febru- 
ary. 
In Uvalde, victims have also 
accused Daniel Defense, 
the maker of the weap- 
on used in the attack, of 
dangerous marketing. The 
company has denied that 
in court, and gun industry 
groups have broadly re- 
jected the argument since 
the Sandy Hook settlement. 
“The commercial speech 
is still protected speech,” 
said Mark Oliva, managing 
director for public affairs 
at the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation. 
The lawsuits in Uvalde are 
still in the early stages and 
not all families sued. For the 
Zamoras, they decided to 
join only after Mayah was 
released from the hospital, 
which was not until more 
than two months after the 
shooting and dozens of 
surgeries. Next year, her 
parents say, they hope she 
can return to school in per- 
son. 
After the Uvalde shooting, 
Sandy and Lonnie Phil- 
lips drove to the town and 
shared with families their 
own experiences of suing 
the gun industry: a deci- 
sion that ended with them 
declaring bankruptcy af- 
ter losing and a court or- 
dering them to pay more 
than $200,000 to the defen- 
dants’ attorneys. q 


Abel Lopez, right, father of Xavier Lopez who was killed in the 
shootings in Uvalde, Texas, holds a banner honoring the victims 
after a Texas House committee voted to take up a bill to limit 
the age for purchasing AR-15 style weapons in the full House in 
Austin, Texas, Monday, May 8, 2023. 
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Negotiators for the Demo- 
cratic president and Re- 
publican speaker appear 
to be narrowing on a bud- 
get cap for the 2024 bud- 
get year that would be key 
to resolving the standoff. 
They face a deadline, as 
soon as June 1, when the 
government could run out 
of cash to pay its bills. Trea- 
sury Secretary Janet Yellen 
said Sunday that June 1 is a 
“hard deadline.” 
McCarthy said after his call 
with Biden that “I think we 
can solve some of these 
problems if he understands 
what we’re looking at.” The 
speaker added, “But I’ve 
been very clear to him from 
the very beginning. We 
have to spend less money 
than we spent last year.” 
McCarthy emerged from 
that conversation sounding 
optimistic and was careful 
not to criticize Biden’s trip, 
as he had before. He did 
caution, “There’s no agree- 
ment on anything.” 
“We’re looking at, how do 
we have a victory for this 
country?” McCarthy said. 
“How do we solve prob- 
lems? He said he did not 
think the final legislation 
would remake the federal 
budget and the country’s 
debt, but at least “put us 
on a path to change the 
behavior of this runaway 
spending.” 
The White House confirmed 
the Monday meeting and 
late Sunday talks but did 
not elaborate on the lead- 
ers’ call. 
Earlier, Biden used his con- 
cluding news conference 
in Hiroshima, Japan, to 
warn House Republicans 
that they must move off 
their “extreme positions” 
over raising the debt limit 
and that there would be 
no agreement to avoid a 
catastrophic default only 
on their terms. 
Biden said “it’s time for Re- 
publicans to accept that 
there is no deal to be made 
solely, solely, on their parti- 
san terms.” He said he had 
done his part in attempt- 
ing to raise the borrowing 
limit so the government 
can keep paying its bills, by 


agreeing to significant cuts 
in spending. “Now it’s time 
for the other side to move 
from their extreme posi- 
tion.” 
Biden had been scheduled 
to travel from Hiroshima to 
Papua New Guinea and 
Australia, but cut short his 
trip in light of the strained 
negotiations with Capitol 
Hill. 
Even with a new wave 
of tax revenue expected 
soon, perhaps giving both 
sides more time to negoti- 
ate, Yellen said on NBC’s 
“Meet the Press” that “the 
odds of reaching June 15, 
while being able to pay all 
of our bills, is quite low.” 
GOP lawmakers are hold- 
ing tight to demands for 
sharp spending cuts with 
caps on future spending, 
rejecting the alternatives 
proposed by the White 
House for reducing deficits 
in part with revenue from 
taxes. 
Republicans want to roll 
back next year’s spend- 
ing to 2022 levels, but the 
White House has proposed 
keeping 2024 the same as 
it is now, in the 2023 budget 
year. 
A compromise on those 
topline 
spending 
levels 
would enable McCarthy to 
deliver for conservatives, 
while not being so severe 
that it would chase off the 


Democratic 
votes 
that 
would be needed in the di- 
vided Congress to pass any 
bill. 
Top Republican negotiator 
Rep. Garret Graves of Loui- 
siana, speaking alongside 
McCarthy at the Capitol, 
said the numbers “are the 
foundation” of any agree- 
ment. 
Republicans also want work 
requirements on the Med- 
icaid health care program, 
though the Biden adminis- 
tration has countered that 
millions of people could 
lose coverage. The GOP 
additionally 
introduced 
new cuts to food aid by 
restricting states’ ability to 
waive work requirements 
in places with high jobless- 
ness. That idea, when float- 
ed under President Donald 
Trump, was estimated to 
cause 700,000 people to 
lose their food benefits. 
GOP lawmakers are also 
seeking cuts in IRS money 
and, by sparing Defense 
and 
Veterans 
accounts 
from reductions, would shift 
the bulk of spending reduc- 
tions to other federal pro- 
grams. 
The White House has coun- 
tered by keeping defense 
and nondefense spending 
flat next year, which would 
save $90 billion in the 2024 
budget year and $1 trillion 
over 10 years. 


All sides have been eyeing 
the potential for the pack- 
age to include a framework 
that would speed energy 
project developments. 
And despite a push by Re- 
publicans for the White 
House to accept parts of 
their 
proposed 
immigra- 
tion overhaul, McCarthy 
indicated the focus was on 
the House’s previously ap- 
proved debt and budget 
package. 
“I think that we can reach 
an 
agreement,” 
Biden 
said, though he added 
this about Republicans: “I 
can’t guarantee that they 
wouldn’t force a default 
by doing something outra- 
geous.” 
Republicans had also re- 
jected various White House 
revenue proposals. Among 
the proposals the GOP ob- 
jects to are policies that 
would enable Medicare 
to pay less for prescription 
drugs. 
Republicans 
also 


have refused to roll back 
Trump-era tax breaks on 
corporations and wealthy 
households as Biden’s own 
budget has proposed. 
Biden, nonetheless, insisted 
that “revenue is not off the 
table.” 
For months, Biden had re- 
fused to engage in talks 
over the debt limit, con- 
tending that Republicans 
in Congress were trying to 
use the borrowing limit vote 
as leverage to extract ad- 
ministration concessions on 
other policy priorities. 
But with the June 1 potential 
deadline looming and Re- 
publicans putting their own 
legislation on the table, 
the White House launched 
talks on a budget deal that 
could accompany an in- 
crease in the debt limit. 
Biden’s decision to set up a 
call with McCarthy came 
after another start-stop day 
with no outward signs of 
progress. 
The president tried to as- 
sure leaders attending the 
meeting of the world’s most 
powerful democracies that 
the United States would not 
default. U.S. officials said 
leaders were concerned, 
but largely confident that 
Biden and American law- 
makers would resolve the 
crisis. 
The president, though, said 
he was ruling out the pos- 
sibility of taking action on 
his own to avoid a default. 
Any such steps, including 
suggestions to invoke the 
14th Amendment as a so- 
lution, would become tied 
up in the courts. 
“That’s a question that I 
think is unresolved,” Biden 
said, adding he hopes to 
try to get the judiciary to 
weigh in on the notion for 
the future.q 


Debt ceiling talks to resume Monday as Biden, McCarthy prepare 
to meet 


President Joe Biden gestures during a news conference in Hiroshima, Japan, Sunday, May 21, 
2023, following the G7 Summit. 
Associated Press 
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Using ‘he/him,’ ‘she/her’ in emails got 2 dorm directors fired 


By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Shua 
Wilmot and Raegan Ze- 
laya, two former dorm di- 
rectors at a small Christian 
university in western New 
York, acknowledge their 
names are unconvention- 
al, which explains why they 
attached gender identities 
to their work email signa- 
tures. 
Wilmot uses “he/him.” Ze- 
laya goes by “she/her.” 
Their 
former 
employer, 
Houghton University, want- 
ed them to drop the identi- 
fiers in line with a new poli- 
cy for email formats imple- 
mented in September. Both 
refused and were fired. 
“My name is Shua. It’s an 
unusual name. And it ends 
with a vowel, ‘a,’ that is tra- 
ditionally feminine in many 
languages,” Wilmot said in 
a nearly one-hour video he 
and Zelaya posted on You- 
Tube shortly after they were 
let go last month. “If you 
get an email from me and 
you don’t know who I am, 
you might not know how to 
gender me.” 
Ongoing culture wars in 
the U.S. over sexual pref- 
erences, gender IDs and 
transgender rights have en- 
gulfed politics, school cam- 
puses and many other fac- 
ets of public and private 
life. At least 17 Republican- 
led states have severely 
restricted gender affirming 
care. 
Debates 
continue 


to rage in some communi- 
ties about school curricula 
mentioning sexual orienta- 
tion or gender identity. And 
pickets have sprung up 
outside public libraries host- 
ing “drag story hours.” 
Meanwhile, 
controversies 
swirl at campuses with reli- 
gious affiliations. The recent 
firings prompted more than 
700 Houghton alumni to 
sign a petition in protest. 
In the Northwest, 16 plain- 
tiffs are suing Seattle Pacific 
University, a Christian liberal 
arts college, to challenge 
the school’s employment 
policy barring people in 
same-sex relationships from 
full-time jobs. 
In New York City, LGBTQ 
students are challenging 
Yeshiva University’s deci- 
sion to bar their student-run 


club from campus. 
Paul 
Southwick, 
director 
of the Religious Exemption 
Accountability 
Project, 
a 
2-year-old 
advocacy 
group for LGBTQ students 
at publicly funded religious 
colleges and universities, 
said actions such as these 
are cause for despair. 
“There’s a backlash against 
the rise of LGBTQ rights,” 
he said, and not just with 
“white evangelical Christi- 
anity in the South ... but in 
places like New York and 
Oregon that we wouldn’t 
think would be experienc- 
ing this backlash.” 
Earlier this year, a federal 
judge in Oregon dismissed 
a lawsuit that LGBTQ stu- 
dents filed against the U.S. 
Department of Education 
claiming it didn’t protect 


them against discrimina- 
tion at religiously affiliated 
universities receiving fed- 
eral money. 
Houghton 
University, 
an 
800-student 
campus 
60 
miles (96 kilometers) south- 
east of Buffalo, says it offers 
a “Christ-centered educa- 
tion in the liberal arts and 
sciences.” 
In a statement emailed to 
The Associated Press on 
Saturday, the university said 
it could not speak publicly 
about personnel matters, 
but it “has never termi- 
nated an employment re- 
lationship based solely on 
the use of pronouns in staff 
email signatures.” 
The university said it had 
previously asked employ- 
ees to remove “anything 
extraneous,” including Bi- 
ble quotes, from email sig- 
natures. 
The university also shared 
with the AP an email out- 
lining its new policy sent 
to staff. The memo cau- 
tioned employees against 
using politically divisive and 
inflammatory 
speech 
in 
communications 
bearing 
the Houghton name. It also 
directed them to use stan- 
dardized signature styles 
and forbade the use of 
pronouns. 
Also attached to the state- 
ment was a copy of a letter 
university President Wayne 
D. Lewis Jr. sent to students. 
“I would never ask you to 
agree with or support ev- 


ery decision I make,” Lewis 
wrote. “But I do humbly ask 
that you resist the tempta- 
tion to reduce Houghton’s 
decision making to the sim- 
ple and convenient politi- 
cal narratives of our time.” 
Zelaya said she received 
an email in the fall from 
administrators saying the 
school 
was 
mandating 
changes in colors, fonts 
and other aspects of email 
to help the school maintain 
branding consistency. 
She complied, she said, 
but retained her pronouns 
on her signature, calling it 
a “standard industry prac- 
tice” to do so. 
In the dismissal letters hand- 
delivered to Wilmot and 
Raegan Zelaya, copies of 
which they shared on so- 
cial media, the university 
wrote that the firings were 
“a result of your refusal to 
remove pronouns in your 
email signatures in violation 
of institutional policy.” 
In a video posted on Face- 
book, Zelaya said she al- 
ready 
has 
another 
job 
lined up. In their joint You- 
Tube video, she and Wilm- 
ot urged their supporters to 
push for change in policies, 
but constructively and with 
civility. 
“As a result of this whole 
controversy, as a result of 
having my pronouns in my 
email signature,” Wilmot 
said, “it’s given me the op- 
portunity to educate peo- 
ple on this topic.”q 


This screenshot of a YouTube interview on April 22, 2023, from 
user Malcolm Davon Smith, shows former Houghton University 
employees Raegan Zelaya, left, and Shua Wilmot after they 
were fired from the school. 
Associated Press 


Canada wildfires prompts air quality alerts in Colorado, Montana 


DENVER (AP) — Smoke from 
dozens of raging wildfires 
in western Canada has 
drifted south into the Unit- 
ed States and prompted 
the states of Colorado and 
Montana to issue air quality 
alerts. 
Colorado’s Department of 
Public Health and Environ- 
ment put out alerts and 
advisories for Saturday af- 
ternoon through Sunday 
afternoon for much of the 
eastern half of the state, in- 
cluding Denver. It warned 
that air quality may be un- 
healthy during that period. 
“People with heart or lung 
disease, older adults, and 
children should avoid pro- 
longed or heavy exertion; 


everyone else should re- 
duce prolonged or heavy 
exertion,” the department 
said. 
Particle pollution led the air 
quality index along parts of 
the Front Range to reach 
168 on Saturday, the de- 
partment said. A reading 
between 151 and 200 in- 
dicates unhealthy condi- 
tions that can affect sensi- 
tive groups as well as some 
members of the general 
public. 
An air quality alert was 
also in effect Saturday in 
Montana, with the great- 
est smoke concentrations 
in central and eastern parts 
of the state, according to 
the Department of Environ- 


mental Quality. 
Utah’s Department of En- 
vironmental Quality said 
Friday that it was starting to 
see the smoke on its moni- 
tors in northern and eastern 
parts of the state. It urged 
residents to avoid outdoor 


exertion in areas with visible 
smoke or haze. 
The smoke created wide- 
spread haze across Idaho 
earlier in the week, accord- 
ing to its Department of En- 
vironmental Quality. 
The fires in Canada have 


been burning mostly in the 
province of Alberta, where 
thousands 
of 
residents 
have evacuated and re- 
gional officials have issued 
state of emergency alerts. 
There have also been fires 
in British Columbia. 
In Calgary and Edmonton, 
the two biggest cities in Al- 
berta, the health impact 
was determined to be of 
“very high risk” on Saturday 
by the Canadian govern- 
ment’s Air Quality Health In- 
dex. Sensitive groups such 
as children and older peo- 
ple were advised to avoid 
outdoor physical exertion 
and the general popula- 
tion was urged to limit out- 
door activities.q 


Jetliners taxi in heavy smoke at Denver International Airport 
Friday, May 19, 2023, in Denver. 
Associated Press 
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Peace, food and fertilizer: African leaders’ challenge 
heading to talks 


By GERALD IMRAY 
Associated Press 
A delegation of six African 
leaders set to hold talks 
with 
Kyiv 
and 
Moscow 
aim to “initiate a peace 
process,” but also broach 
the thorny issue of how a 
heavily-sanctioned 
Russia 
can be paid for the fertilizer 
exports Africa desperately 
needs, a key mediator who 
helped broker the talks said 
in an interview with The As- 
sociated Press. 
Jean-Yves Ollivier, an inter- 
national negotiator who 
has been working for six 
months to put the talks to- 
gether, said the African 
leaders would also discuss 
the related issue of easing 
the passage of more grain 
shipments out of Ukraine 
amid the war and the pos- 
sibility of more prisoner 
swaps when they travel 
to both countries on what 
they’ve characterized as a 
peace mission. 
The talks will likely be next 
month, Ollivier said. 
He arrived in Moscow on 
Sunday and will also go to 
Kyiv for meetings with high- 
level officials to work out 
“logistics” for the upcom- 
ing talks. For one, the six 
African presidents would 
likely have to travel to Kyiv 
by night train from Poland 
amid the fighting, he said. 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
have both agreed to sepa- 
rately host the delegation 
of presidents from South 
Africa, Senegal, Egypt, Re- 
public of Congo, Uganda 
and Zambia. 
The talks also have the ap- 
proval of the United States, 
the European Union, the 
United Nations, the African 
Union and China, Ollivier 
said in a video call with the 
AP on Friday. 
Neither side in the war ap- 
pears ready to stop fight- 
ing, though. 
The talks were announced 
last week by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa of South Af- 
rica just as Russia launched 
an intense air attack on 
Kyiv. On Sunday, Russia 
claimed to have taken 
the key eastern Ukrainian 
city of Bakhmut after fierce 


fighting, a claim denied by 
Ukraine. 
“We are not dreamers,” 
Ollivier said on the chanc- 
es the African leaders will 
achieve 
an 
immediate 
breakthrough with regard 
to stopping the 15-month 
conflict. “Unless something 
happens, I don’t think we 
are going to finish our first 
mission with a ceasefire.” 
The aim was to make a start, 
said Ollivier, a 78-year-old 
Frenchman who brought 
opposing sides together in 
high-stakes negotiations in 
the late 1980s that helped 
end apartheid in South Af- 
rica. 
“It starts with signs. It starts 
with dialogue. And this is 
what we are going to try to 
do,” Ollivier said. “No guar- 
antee that we are going to 
succeed but, for the time 
being, Russia and Ukraine 
have accepted ... a dele- 
gation coming specifically 
to their countries to talk 
about peace.” 
A key starting point for Af- 
rica is grain and fertilizers. 
The war has severely re- 
stricted the export of grain 
from Ukraine and fertilizers 
from Russia, exacerbating 
global food insecurity and 
hunger. Africa has been 
one of the hardest-hit con- 
tinents. Last week, Russia 
agreed to a two-month ex- 


tension of a deal brokered 
by Turkey and the U.N. that 
allows Ukraine to ship grain 
through the Black Sea and 
out to the world, and the 
six African presidents would 
like to see that extended 
further. 
But they also need to 
broach ways of making it 
easier for African nations to 
receive shipments and pay 
Russia for fertilizers, Ollivier 
said. Russian fertilizer is not 
under international sanc- 
tions but the U.S. and some 
Western nations have tar- 
geted Russian cargo ships 
for sanctions. Russia’s ac- 
cess to the SWIFT global fi- 
nancial transaction system 
also has been restricted by 
the sanctions, leaving Af- 
rican nations struggling to 
order and pay for critical 
fertilizers. 
“We will need to have a 
window whereby SWIFT will 
be authorized for this spe- 
cific point,” Ollivier said. 
“That will be on the table 
and we hope that in that 
case we will gain the sup- 
port of the Russians for the 
grains from Ukraine, and 
we will gain the support of 
the Ukrainians to find pay- 
ments and shipments possi- 
ble for the Russian fertilizer.” 
The African mission is not the 
only mediation effort. Chi- 
na offered its own peace 


proposal in February and 
a Chinese envoy has been 
in discussions with Ukrainian 
officials. But China’s plan 
has largely been dismissed 
by Ukraine’s Western allies 
and is clouded by Beijing’s 
political support for Mos- 
cow. 
Ukraine and Russia are far 
apart in terms of any agree- 
ments that might form the 
base of a peace deal. 
The African delegation still 
had a wide cross-section 
of backing, Ollivier said, 
after China also “came to 
us and offered support” 
on the basis it would be a 
“parallel effort” to Beijing’s 
plan. 
“More 
support, 
more 
weight will be put on the 
negotiation (with Moscow 
and Kyiv),” said Ollivier, the 
founding chairman of the 
London-based 
Brazzaville 
Foundation, an organiza- 
tion that deals with con- 
flict resolution. “If one party 
says no, they will consider 
to who they are saying no. 
Are they saying no only to 
Jean-Yves Ollivier? To the 
Brazzaville Foundation? To 
the six (African) heads of 
state?” 
“Or are they saying no 
to the United Nations, or 
to the Chinese, or to the 
Americans. To the British? 
To the European Union?”q 


Workers load grain at a grain port in Izmail, Ukraine, on April 26, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Mexico prosecutors withdraw case against woman sentenced to 
prison for killing man raping her 


By MEGAN JANETSKY 
Associated Press 
MEXICO 
CITY 
(AP) 
— 
Mexican prosecutors an- 
nounced Saturday night 
that they are withdrawing 
a case against a woman 
who was sentenced to six 
years in prison for killing a 
man as he raped and at- 
tacked her. 
In a ruling last week that 
touched off a public out- 
cry, a court in Mexico State 
said that while it agreed 
23-year-old 
Roxana 
Ruiz 
was raped in 2021, it found 
her guilty of homicide with 
“excessive use of legiti- 
mate defense.” It also or- 
dered Ruiz to pay more 
than $16,000 in reparations 
to the family of her attack- 
er. 
Feminist 
groups, 
which 
have supported Ruiz’s de- 
fense, 
angrily 
protested, 
saying the ruling was crimi- 
nalizing survivors of sexual 
violence while protecting 
perpetrators in a country 
with high levels of gender- 
based violence and femi- 
cides. Protesters in Mexico 
City carried signs reading 
“Defending my life isn’t a 
crime.” 
Ruiz, an Indigenous woman 
and single mother, told re- 
porters after the court’s rul- 
ing that she had received 
death threats because of 
the case and that she wor- 
ried for her family’s safety, 


particularly the life of her 
4-year-old son. 
“This isn’t justice,” she said. 
“Remember I am the one 
who was sexually assaulted 
by that man, and after he 
died because I defended 
myself … because I didn’t 
want to die by his hands.” 
Responding to the outrage, 
President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador had said 
during a morning press 
briefing that he would seek 
to pardon Ruiz. But her law- 
yers said accepting a par- 
don would be admitting 
Ruiz committed a crime 
and that she is completely 
innocent. 


In a press release Saturday 
night, the state Prosecutor’s 
Office said it had exam- 
ined the case — taking into 
consideration that Ruiz is 
part of a vulnerable group 
— and found she was “ex- 
empt from guilt.” It added 
that the Prosecutor’s Office 
believes she acted in self 
defense. 
The announcement was 
celebrated by Ruiz’s de- 
fense lawyer, Ángel Car- 
rera, though he noted that 
he had not been formally 
notified of the charges be- 
ing dropped. 
“It means that they’re rec- 
ognizing her innocence,” 


Carrera told The Associat- 
ed Press. “It’s a recognition 
that she simply defended 
herself.” 
In May 2021, Ruiz was work- 
ing selling french fries in Ne- 
zahualcoyotl, one of the 
11 municipalities in Mexico 
State, a state that borders 
Mexico City on three sides 
and continues to have 
posted 
alerts 
warning 
women about femicides 
and the forced disappear- 
ances of women. 
The defense said Ruiz had 
a drink with a friend and a 
man she knew around the 
neighborhood. The man of- 
fered to walk her home, lat- 
er asking to stay the night 
because it was late and he 
was far from home. While 
she slept on a separate 
bed, the man attacked 
and raped her. 
Ruiz fought back and he 
threatened to kill her, then 
in the struggle, Ruiz man- 
aged to kill the man in self 
defense, Carrera said. 
The court said the man 
was hit in the head and 
knocked unconscious, say- 
ing that was enough for 
Ruiz to defend herself. Car- 
rera said that claim was 
“totally false,” saying it had 
not been determined that 
the attacked was rendered 
unconscious. 
Carrera said that in a panic, 
Ruiz put the man’s body in 
a bag and dragged it out 


to the street, where passing 
police arrested her. 
Despite Ruiz telling police 
she had been raped, a 
forensic exam was never 
done, a crucial step in pros- 
ecuting 
sexual 
violence 
cases, Carrera said. In- 
stead, an officer responded 
that she probably wanted 
to have sex with the man at 
first and then changed her 
mind, the lawyer said. 
Nearly half of Mexican 
women have experienced 
sexual violence in their life- 
time, 
government 
data 
say. 
In 2022, the Mexican gov- 
ernment registered a total 
of 3,754 women — an av- 
erage of 10 a day — who 
were slain, a significant 
jump from the year before. 
Only a third were investi- 
gated as femicides. 
Carrera said he hopes the 
announcement of the case 
being dropped sets a prec- 
edent for other gender- 
based violence cases to 
be more thoroughly inves- 
tigated and treated with 
deeper sensitivity. 
The Associated Press does 
not normally identify sexual 
assault victims, but Ruiz has 
given her permission to be 
identified and participates 
in public demonstrations 
led by activists who support 
her.q 


Roxana Ruiz, behind the gate, speaks from inside the court 
complex on the day of her court hearing where she is charged 
with killing her attacker in Chimalhuacan, State of Mexico, 
Mexico, April 18, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Animal rights activists protest octopus farm plans in Spain 


MADRID (AP) — Animal 
rights 
activists 
gathered 
Sunday in Madrid to pro- 
test plans for the construc- 
tion of an octopus farm in 
Spain, saying there are no 
respective laws in the coun- 
try and the European Union 
to guarantee the welfare 
of the animals in captivity. 
The proposed farm, which 
aims to breed octopuses 
on a large scale in captiv- 
ity, is scheduled to be built 
next year in the Canary Is- 
lands, a Spanish archipela- 
go located in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 
A 
few 
dozen 
people 
showed up to express their 
concerns regarding a proj- 
ect that plans to confine 3 


million octopuses in pools, 
despite 
these 
creatures 
being solitary predators in 
their natural habitat. 
“It is similar to imprisoning ti- 
gers together. They will prey 
on one another and will also 
attempt to escape due to 
their high intelligence and 
adeptness,” 
said 
Jaime 
Posada, a spokesperson for 
the protest called by vari- 
ous animal welfare organi- 
zations. 
Octopuses grown in cap- 
tivity will behave differently 
from those in the wild, said 
Nova Pescanova, the sea- 
food company promoting 
this farm. Since 2018, the 
company has run a pilot 
project in a research facil- 


ity in northern Spain, where 
they have succeeded in 
breeding 
five 
captivity- 
born generations of the 
cephalopod. 
“It is not possible to grow 
any (animal) species in the 
European Union without re- 
specting their welfare con- 
ditions. It is the standard, 
and our group does noth- 
ing but comply with guide- 
lines and legislations,” said 
Roberto Romero, the mul- 
tinational’s aquaculture di- 
rector. 
Since the demand for octo- 
pus consumption has been 
on the rise, farming octo- 
puses is being regarded as 
a first step towards ensuring 
sustainable food produc- 


tion. 
Octopus is a staple in the 
Mediterranean diet, par- 
ticularly popular in Spain 
and Italy, although both 
of them import most of the 
octopus they consume. Re- 
cently, the global demand 
for this delicacy has ex- 


panded, with countries like 
the United States witnessing 
a 23% increase in imports 
and China experiencing a 
73% surge between 2016 
and 2018, according to the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization.q 
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The prime minister gives recognition to Aruban Models who recently 
competed in international competition 


(Oranjestad)—Tuesday af- 
ternoon, through an invi- 
tiation of Prime Minister Ev- 
elyn Wever-Croes, the five 
models who have recently 
modeled and represented 
Aruba abroad, visited the 
prime minister for an ex- 
citing meeting. The prime 
minister took this opportu- 
nity to chat with each of the 
models on their experienc- 
es in the modeling world 
and 
their 
representation 
abroad. 


Also present was Tanique 
Chan, who in 2022, repre- 
sented Aruba in the Domin- 
ican Republic, winning the 
title of Miss Tropical. From 
here, Tanique went on to 
represent Aruba again in 
New York Fashion Week, 
Los Angeles Fashion Week, 
and will be participating 
in the upcoming London 
Fashion Week this Septem- 
ber. Tanique Chan is the first 
disabled model from Aruba 
that have walked the run- 
ways of New York and Los 
Angeles Fashion Week. 


The models who have re- 
cently participating in the 
Orland Fashion Kids com- 
petition were also present. 
These 
participants 
strut- 
ted the runway wearing 


designs by both local and 
international designers. It 
was at this modeling com- 
petition that Aruba showed 
how this small island con- 
sists of talented models with 
great potential to break in 
the international industry. 
Among 
the 
participants 
were 
Ciara 
Winterdaal, 
who won the title of Baby 
Top Model; Caithlyne Kock, 
who won the title of Pree- 
teen Top Model; Javinnah 
Besselink, who placed sec- 
ond in the Teen Top Model 
category and Stacey de 
Veer, who won the title of 
Super Top Model. 


The prime minister has ex- 
pressed her profound pride 
in each of the participating 
for representing their island 
country, putting Aruba in 
the spotlight once again. 
The prime minister also 
thanked the director of 
The Chaz Model and Tal- 
ent School, Mrs. Chastity 
Kock-Hodge, for her dedi- 
cation, patience and love 
for guiding these children 
in achieving their dreams 
to become international 
models. 


Chastity or Chas, as ev- 
eryone calls her, is not a 
stranger in the world of 


modeling. Seeing as mod- 
eling was also her passion, 
she decided from a rela- 
tively young age to start 
giving modeling lessons to 
young children and teens. 
After seeing the interest 
coming from the parents of 
these children, Chastity de- 
cided to branch out a little, 
introducing dance lesson, 
followed by offering prepa- 
ratory lessons for Carnaval 
Queen. During many years, 
Chastity work with a pas- 
sion, and has dedicated 
herself to the community 
by presenting spectacu- 
lar shows. Considering her 
love for children and the 
general need to support 
and guide disabled chil- 
dren, she opened her doors 
to also include disabled 
children in her dance and 
modeling lessons. 


Nowadays, The Chaz Mod- 
eling & Talent School is a 
renowned talent school on 
the island, that not only of- 
fers local showcases, but 
also sends its students to 


different competition and 
modeling 
gigs 
abroad, 
which in recent years, have 
brought back many win- 
ning titles. This year, The 
Chaz Modeling & Talent 
School is celebrating its 
25th anniversary, and will 
be celebrating this with a 
magical show in the month 
of November of this year. 


The models who recently 
participated in the Orland 
Fashion Kids did a won- 
derful job, almost taking 
home every winning title in 
the competition. “I’m ex- 


tremely proud of everyone 
here. A huge congratula- 
tions goes to each of you 
who have represented our 
tiny island with pride, and I 
hope to see more from you 
all in the future. A big thank 
you to Mrs. Chastity as well 
for her hard work, dedi- 
cation and guidance of 
these children in the world 
of modeling, singing and 
dance. I’m very proud of 
you and your entire team 
who has made all this pos- 
sible. Thank you,” the prime 
minister said to her visitors. 
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Aruba Living Today caters for both local and 
foreign market divided into 40 % local buy- 
ers and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our customers 
come from Holland, Belgium, Norway, Ger- 
many, UK, Russia, Latin America, United States 
and Canada. We are widely covered and 
thus provable good with different cultures, 
also we speak four languages.” Besides that, 
Aruba Living Today is open to every budget, 
they have listings for all category buyers. 


As a member of the Aruban Real Estate As- 
sociation, they are listed also on the website 
www.arubalisting.com within a group of 20 of 
the most advanced realtors on the island. 


Aruba Living Today is featured on House Hunt- 
ers, social media, Aruba Living Today and of 
course in Aruba Today’s newspaper.q 


Aruba Living Today 
Tankileendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9987 
Fax +297 587 9985 
Cell +297 593 9177 
Mail randolph@livingtoday.aw 


Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today: 
Offering the so much needed human touch 


NOORD — We are in 2023. It was a wild ride with Covid-19 and we all are aiming for a change of 
routine. We simply want to “live” life again. “It is time for living your dream,” as the quote says at 
Aruba Living Today’s office. “We are fifteen plus years in business, and I am proud to say that all 
our clients stuck with us. We are no part of a big company, we keep it small, personal, and real. 
Because you are not a number, no sales target either and certainly your name is not commis- 
sion. Our responsibility is to make your dream come true,” says owner Randolph Arends. 


From human to human 
If you have decided to buy a house or rent one for vacation in Aruba and you are looking for 
that match, the question now is how to click with a person that offers a personal touch? One 
who pays genuine attention and has sincere interest in what you want? 


This different approach to real estate is what sets Aruba Living Today apart, and the reason 
Randolph calls himself a property mediator instead of a real estate broker. “The personal touch 
is essential to me. I am stepping aside of the image that real estate brokers are only in for the 
commission. This image does not fit me at all, I am in for my passion, and I can only do this from 
the heart.” 


One stop shopping point 
Services offered by Aruba Living Today are House and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, Prop- 
erty Management, Vacation Rental, Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance, Assist in Arrange- 
ments for Notary and Utilities, Guiding Bureaucracy Process and Assisting in Import of Furniture. 
Randolph and his business partner Eladio Max Maduro. Born in Aruba, he was raised in the Neth- 
erlands. Max was Corporal mandatory in the Dutch Army/Genie der Landmacht. 
He also studied financial administration in the Netherlands, and has a degree in Dutch insur- 
ance law. Max has 40 years work experience in all kind of insurance, specialized liability and 
pension law. In the past, he worked for local and international insurance brokers companies. 


As per March 1st 2023, he is working as a commercial partner at Aruba Living Today. 


You are welcome to meet in person 
Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic Aruban house, welcoming you in a warm ambiance 
that emphasizes the philosophy of connecting. Candles, Buddha ornaments and a homey set- 
ting form the décor for you to sit and talk about your dream house or investment. “My goal was 
to do real estate in a different way when I established this company June 1st 2009. Not from the 
perspective of only selling, but to look for the perfect match between dream house and client. 
My philosophy is: it will only work when all involved are happy and connected by that personal 
touch.” 
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Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa hosts Club Kibrahacha for Mother’s 
& Father’s Day Event 


Eagle Beach - On May 5th, 2023, Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa hosted 
Club Kibrahacha for a Mother’s & Father’s Day Event. Beneath the open- 
aired Pavilion, 200 members enjoyed a tasty lunch prepared by Man- 
chebo’s Executive Chef Sandro Herold. 


With live music and good company, all 200 members were served a deli- 
cious meal by Manchebo personnel for a delightful afternoon. Amongst 
invitees were the director of Club Kibrahacha Jeffrey Matos and the 
Minister of Transport, Integrity, Nature, and Elderly Care Mr. Ursell Arends 
along with Manchebo’s General Manager Mr. Edgar Roelofs. 


Club Kibrahacha was founded in 1983 as an initiative of the Aruba Ro- 
tary Club. The objective of the foundation is to establish and maintain an 
activity center for our senior citizens. Club Kibrahacha 60+ promotes an 
independent way of living for the elderly in the modern society based 
upon their capability and opportunity. 


Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa has actively participated for years with 
voluntary initiatives and contributions throughout the island. Manchebo’s 
Team is firmly committed to ‘giving a helping hand’ and assisting wher- 
ever needed. 
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland 


ORANJESTAD - Exploring 
the underwater wonders is 
something you should defi- 
nitely do during your stay 
in Aruba. The underwater 
world has everything to of- 
fer that makes a snorkel trip 
so exceptional; an impres- 
sive, colorful sea life with 
exotic fishes, turtles and 
beautiful coral reef. The his- 
toric shipwrecks, located 
on the Aruban seabed are 
also worth a visit. Aruba is 
known for its white beach- 
es and blue oceans, which 
means there are many fas- 
cinating under water spots, 
where you can take your 
snorkeling gear and we se- 
lected the top spots for you. 


Tres Trapi 
Tres Trapi means tree steps 
in Papiamento, Papiamen- 


to is together with Dutch 
the official language spo- 
ken on Aruba. The beach 
is called Tres Trapi because 
it is accessible by the tree 
steps carved into the rocks. 
Tres Trapi is a small rocky 
beach, located on the 
north-western side of the 
island, approximately 5 to 
10 minute drive from Palm 


Beach. From the unique 
steps you can easily walk 
over the beach into the 
clear and turquoise blue 
ocean. 
While 
snorkeling 
you will encounter all kind 
of tropical fishes and sea 
stars. The kind of starfish you 
will find in the Aruban wa- 
ters is the red cushion sea 
star. This is a starfish that is 
commonly found in the 
shallow waters of the Ca- 
ribbean sea and if you are 
lucky during your snorkeling 
visit to Tres Trapi, you may 
come across one of the 
green sea turtles. Respect 
the animal, keep your dis- 
tance and enjoy the view. 
Also remember; it is a once 
in a life time experience. 


Antilla shipwreck 
Antilla is a 400-foot-long 


long ship, built in 1939 in 
Hamburg, Germany. Antilla 
came to Aruba, because it 
had to find a neutral port. 
When Germany invaded 
the Netherlands on May 
10, 1940, the crew decided 
to let their own ship sink, to 
prevent it from falling into 
the hands of the Dutch 
Navy. Antilla lies on its port- 
side in Malmok bay, and 
the sunken word war two 
ship is now one of Aruba’s 
most 
popular 
snorkeling 
and dive spots. However, 
the ship wreck can only be 
reached by boat. The ship 
is visible from the surface 
and during your snorkeling 
trip you be surrounded by 
hundreds of tropical fishes, 
but the ship wreck alone is 
already impressive enough. 


Baby Beach 
Baby 
beach; 
a 
white 
beach, with a crystal blue 
ocean. The beach is lo- 
cated on the southern part 
of the island. On the way 
to the famous beach, you 
will drive through the old 
capital of Aruba, San Nico- 
las. The old Aruban culture 
can be still felt and expe- 
rienced here, so do not 
hesitate to get out of your 
car and walk around for 
a while. Baby beach is a 
child friendly beach, since 
it is shallow and the water 
has a pleasant tempera- 
ture. The name therefore 
fits well with the beach. 


Baby beach is an excellent 
beach for snorkeling, espe- 
cially if you want to go with 
small children, because the 
water remains shallow and 
there are still many under- 
water wonders to see. In 
the ocean there is an area 
marked until where it is rec- 
ommended to snorkel and 
on the beach you will find 
different facilities. It is a per- 
fect beach to spend your 
day snorkeling and relax- 
ing. 


Mangel Halto 
Mangel Halto beach is lo- 
cated in Savaneta, on the 
southern-west part of the 
island. The beach is differ- 
ent from the other beaches 
in Aruba; it is beach full of 
mangroves. You reach the 
beach by a bridge through 


the mangroves and then 
you will have several en- 
trances to the sea. There 
are diverse spots where 
you can enjoy a perfect 
beach day, wooden stairs 
made to enter the water 
and a dock to sit on and 
enjoy the view. Mangel 
Halto is also worth a visit for 
the snorkeling experience. 
Inside the bay, the water 
is clear and you find many 
colorful fish. Outside the 
bay is a bit more challeng- 
ing for beginners because 
of the wind and the waves, 
but the coral is alive and it 
is just like snorkel heaven.q 
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Artist Erika Moran: 


“My message is to carry the greatness that we all have inside, and 
that greatness implies art” 


Oranjestad - Erika Moran, an artist 
of plastic art that has gone through 
many phases in her life, sat down 
in an interview and told the story of 
life taught her what she had inside 
of her and what this can bring to 
others. 


During the interview, Moran went 
back in time and talked about 
how she came to Aruba from Bar- 
ranquilla, Colombia 14 years ago 
following love, and that led to her 
exploring the culture of Aruba. She 
would read the national anthem, 
learn the language and meet lo- 
cals, all which in her thoughts were 
for a reason. “I connected with 
the tranquility of the island, with 
harmony, the beach for me is my 
therapy and through an immense 
search, I discovered that I had a lot 
of time without painting and I fell 
into a great sadness,” said Moran. 


Depression is a word that she felt 
and lived personally. She feels the 
need to speak about this topic be- 
cause she knows that “there are a 
lot of people out there at this mo- 
ment, in all parts of the world, that 
fall into a great sadness. I discov- 
ered that this is a way that my soul 
would speak to me and tell me to 
bring out everything that I really 
am.” 


In this search, everyone looks for 
what they can give to others and 
what the things we receive can 
give us, “but that is not what truly 
fills you,” Erika expressed. Moran 
discovered that she was looking on 
the outside for something that was 
already within her. “What I found 
was that I am an artist and through 
that I started to explore the nature 
of Aruba. I connected with its col- 
ors and through my artwork I want- 
ed to transmit this to others.” 


Through colors and the psychology 
of each one of them, she started 
to use her brushes to illustrate the 
fauna, flora and beaches to trans- 
mit an emotional state for people 
to be able to connect through her 
artwork with their emotional state. 
“Psychology through color can 
transmit calm, stress or a state of 
internal searching that represents 
the road of your sub conscious- 
ness and the road can be repre- 
sented through the colors purple, 
blue, red, until you reach the color 
yellow that represents illumination. 
That is the message, to carry the 
greatness that everyone has inside. 
And that greatness implies art.” 


Moran expressed that in her opin- 
ion, everyone has art and every- 
one is an artist. The only way each 
person can channel that is through 
art and that state of creativity in- 
cludes different emotions like hap- 
piness, sadness, euphoria, that in 
turn the artist can relate to as well 


as every other person that has 
these emotions in them. “That was 
my journey to accept myself after 
many tries to be someone else, an- 
other version of myself. Now I am 
an artist and I teach others that we 
all have this capacity in us.” 


The essence of coming to his world 
is to learn, and just as Moran em- 
phasizes, teaching others how to 
learn is part of it. “We need to teach 


that although the road is hard, we 
have to connect with each other 
so we can be a lighthouse for each 
other. Imagine if we all could real- 
ize this? We can achieve a differ- 
ent world. We have to help each 
other and that way we can create 
a marvelous chain that will take 


time, but is worth it all.” 


She also informed that she pro- 
motes events for our visitors to also 
learn art, tell their history of Aruba, 
talk about the touristic places and 
paints them as well. With this, peo- 
ple can connect with culture, art 
and gets a different experience of 
entertainment. 
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5 tips to tackle a home remodel in an 
uncertain economy 


By ANNIE MILLERBERND of 
NerdWallet 
Spring is kickoff season for 
many 
kitchen 
remodels, 
bathroom 
updates 
and 
deck repairs, but recent eco- 
nomic turmoil may have ho- 
meowners questioning their 
home improvement plans. 
Spending on home renova- 
tions is expected to slow this 
year because of factors such 
as declining home sales and 
values, rising interest rates 
, continuing inflation and 
rumblings of a coming reces- 
sion, says Abbe Will, senior 
research associate with Har- 
vard University’s Joint Center 
for Housing Studies. 
As economic growth slows, 
planning and prioritizing will 
be key to remodeling con- 
fidently. Here are five tips to 
help you remodel in an un- 
certain economy. 
1. START WITH AN EMERGEN- 
CY FUND 
Even when the economy is 
doing well, it’s ideal to have 
an emergency fund before 
starting a remodel, says Eric 
Maldonado, a certified fi- 
nancial planner based in 
San Luis Obispo, California. 
“What 
you’re 
trying 
to 
avoid is starting with noth- 
ing saved, taking out debt to 
afford these things and not 
really providing yourself with 
a smart foundation to start 
from,” he says. 
A six-month fund is a good 
goal, he says, especially if 
you’re concerned about los- 
ing your job. 
2. NARROW YOUR FINAN- 
CIAL GOALS 
After your emergency fund 
is set, put remodeling on a 
short list of your financial pri- 
orities for the year and dis- 
tribute your budget accord- 
ingly, Maldonado says. 
For example, if your main 
goals are to pay off debt, 
contribute to your kids’ col- 
lege funds and begin home 
improvement projects, de- 
termine how much each 
goal costs and how much 
you can afford to spend on 
them every month, he says. 
“It’s kind of like putting the 
big rocks into the jar first,” he 
says. 
This may mean slowing prog- 
ress toward other financial 
goals, like early retirement or 
purchasing a new car. 
3. PRIORITIZE REPAIRS AND 
SMALL UPDATES 
If high gas and grocery bills 
have left you with less to 
spend on home improve- 
ments this year, prioritize proj- 
ects that have the potential 
to affect your finances the 
most, says Katherine Fox, a 
certified financial planner 


based in Portland, Oregon. 
Fox 
recommends 
starting 
with fixes that would be 
costlier to delay, such as a 
leaking pipe. Then, consider 
updates that will save you 
money in the future, like new 
windows or insulation that 
may lower your utility bill. 
Look for opportunities to mix 
“nice-to-haves” with “must- 
haves,” she says. 
“Maybe you have some- 
thing behind a wall that 
needs to be fixed, so you 
have to open up a wall, and 
then you have to repaint,” 
she says. “Maybe you take 
this opportunity to fix a need 
and get a want at the same 
time.” 
4. 
COMPARE 
FINANCING 
OPTIONS 
The Federal Reserve’s persis- 
tent interest rate hikes over 
the past year have led to 
raised rates on most financ- 
ing options, so you’ll likely 
pay more interest on a new 
home 
improvement 
loan 
than you would have before. 
Maldonado says home eq- 
uity loans and lines of credit 
are typically the lowest-rate 
options, but he recommends 
comparing 
financing 
op- 
tions to find the best rate 
and terms. 
Most home equity and per- 
sonal loans come in a lump 
sum and have fixed interest 
rates, so your monthly pay- 
ment remains the same for 
the full term. 
A home equity line of credit, 
or HELOC, provides more 
flexibility for large projects 
because you can draw on 
it as needed for up to about 


10 years. However, HELOCs 
typically have variable rates, 
which means monthly pay- 
ments can fluctuate. 
5. CONSIDER DELAYING TO 
SAVE MONEY 
While prioritizing projects, de- 
cide whether you can delay 
any for a year or more. As 
fickle as the economy has 
been, there are signs that 
those who wait could pay 
less. 
The pandemic-induced re- 
modeling frenzy triggered a 
sharp increase in labor and 
materials costs that home- 
owners felt last year, accord- 
ing to a March 2023 report 
from Harvard’s Joint Center 
for Housing Studies. Cement, 
brick and plywood prices 
rose 20% to 25% between 
March 2020 and December 
2022, the report found. In- 
sulation material costs rose 
34%. This year, materials may 
get cheaper, the report said. 
Likewise, 
home 
improve- 
ment spending is expected 
to decline in early 2024 for 
the first time in more than a 
decade, according to the 
center’s Leading Indicator of 
Remodeling Activity, which 
measures and projects re- 
modeling spending. 
If you can tolerate the guest 
bathroom as it is or stomach 
that non-load-bearing wall 
for another year or two, you 
could get the work done at 
a discount, Fox says. 
Just be sure you’re in a se- 
cure financial position and 
feel good about your em- 
ployment prospects if you 
bet on a recession, she 
says.q 


A beam is measured and marked at a housing site in Madison 
County, Miss., Tuesday, March 16, 2021. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Central: Tel. 585 1965 
Seroe Preto : Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 
NASA picks Bezos’ Blue Origin to build lunar landers 
for moonwalkers 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE 
CANAVERAL, 
Fla. 
(AP) — Jeff Bezos’ rocket 
company has won a NASA 
contract to land astronauts 
on the moon, two years af- 
ter it lost out to SpaceX. 
Blue Origin received a $3.4 
billion contract Friday to 
lead a team to develop 
a 
lunar 
lander 
named 
Blue Moon. It will be used 
to transport astronauts to 
the lunar surface as early 
as 2029, following a pair 
of crew landings by Elon 
Musk’s SpaceX. 
NASA will get astronauts 
to lunar orbit using its own 
rockets and capsules, but 
wants private companies 
to take over from there. 
NASA Administrator Bill Nel- 
son said the agency wants 
different landing options 
as it seeks a return to the 
moon more than a half- 
century after the end of the 
Apollo moonshots. 
Blue Origin is kicking in bil- 
lions of dollars, on top of 
the NASA contract, to help 
establish 
a 
permanent 
presence on the moon. 
“We have a lot to do be- 
fore we successfully land 
and return astronauts,” said 
John Couluris, a Blue Origin 
vice president. 
Two years ago, Blue Origin 
sued after NASA awarded 
SpaceX the contract for 
the first lunar landing. A 
federal judge upheld the 
space agency’s decision. 


NASA’s Artemis program, 
which follows the 1960s and 
1970s Apollo moonshots. 
kicked off with a success- 
ful test flight late last year. 
Launched 
atop 
NASA’s 
new moon rocket, an emp- 
ty Orion capsule went into 
lunar orbit before returning 
home. 
The next Artemis flight will 
come late next year when 
one Canadian and three 
U.S. astronauts fly to the 
moon and back, but not 
land. Two Americans would 
descend to the lunar sur- 
face aboard a SpaceX 
Starship on the mission af- 
ter that, no earlier than late 
2025. 
Like SpaceX, Blue Origin 
plans to practice landing 
on the moon without a 


crew, before putting astro- 
nauts on board. 
While the shiny, stainless 
steel Starship has a science 
fiction look, Blue Moon re- 
sembles more of a tradition- 
al capsule perched atop a 
tall compartment with legs. 
The latter will stand 52 feet 
(16 meters) on the moon. 
Both companies’ landers 
are meant to be reusable. 
Blue Origin will use its still-in- 
development New Glenn 
rocket to launch its lunar 
missions from Cape Canav- 
eral. Starship, the world’s 
largest rocket, made its de- 
but last month from South 
Texas; the test flight ended 
in an explosive fireball a 
few minutes into flight. 
Blue Origin’s team includes 
five 
partners: 
Lockheed 


Martin, Boeing, Draper, As- 
trobotic Technology and 
Honeybee Robotics. 
Only one other bid was 
submitted for the contract 
competition, according to 
NASA.q 


This image provided by Blue Origin shows the Blue Moon lander. 
Associated Press 
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Yankees sweep Reds as managers Boone, Bell ejected 


CINCINNATI (AP) — The 
New York Yankees headed 
back home after a 6-1 trip, 
completing a three-game 
sweep with a 4-1 win over 
the Cincinnati Reds follow- 
ing a contentious series in 
Toronto. 
“I think we learned a lot 
about ourselves this road 
trip,” Harrison Bader said 
after his go-ahead, two-run 
homer sparked a come- 
back in Sunday’s series fi- 
nale against the Reds. “If 
we didn’t already know it 
prior to having stuff go a 
little sideways, have some 
high energy that was kind 
of away from the game 
of baseball, we learned it 
now.” 
Gleyber Torres also hom- 
ered as the Yankees ex- 
tended a winning streak 
to four for the first time this 
season. The series against 
the Reds was relatively 
calm after a trip to Toronto 
that included allegations of 
sign stealing, Domingo Ger- 
mán’s ejection for sticky 
substances and testy ex- 
changes. 
Luis Severino returned from 
a strained lat muscle that 
had sidelined him since 
spring training and allowed 
one run and four hits in 4 2/3 


innings with five strikeouts 
and one walk. He threw 54 
of 75 pitches for strikes and 
averaged 96.7 mph with 44 
fastballs. 
“I was finding the zone. 
Changeup 
was 
really 
good,” Severino said. “Got 
some swings on the break- 
ing ball.” 
Yankees 
manager 
Aar- 
on Boone was ejected in 
the first inning and Reds 
manager David Bell in the 
eighth. 
New York (29-20), which 
gave slugger Aaron Judge 
the day off, has won six of 
seven and 14 of 19, improv- 
ing to a season-high nine 
games over .500. 
Cincinnati has lost six of 
seven, dropping into last 
place in the NL Central. 
In a game that started 
at 11:37 a.m., Severino 
opened with a four-pitch 
walk to Jonathan India and 
Spencer Speer hit a two- 
out fly down the right-field 
line that Jake Bauers near- 
ly caught but allowed to 
bounce off his glove. 
The ball was ruled foul by 
first base umpire Nestor 
Ceja but the call was over- 
turned in a video review 
and India was allowed to 
score. Boone, angry be- 


cause India slowed down 
between third and home, 
came out to argue and 
was ejected by plate um- 
pire Emil Jimenez. Boone 
was ejected for the third 
time this season and 29th in 
his managerial career. 
“I was just at first trying to 
get an explanation of why 
and they just say you can’t 
argue that,” Boone said. 
“I shouldn’t have gotten 
kicked out there because, 
in the end, I think it was 
probably right thing.” 
Bell was tossed by Jimenez 
in the eighth for arguing 


the umpire’s failure to call 
a quick pitch on Wandy 
Peralta to Luke Maile. Bell’s 
ejection was his second of 
the series, third this season 
and 23rd of his career. 
“I wasn’t able to get an ex- 
planation,” Bell said. 
Albert 
Abreu 
(2-1) 
fol- 
lowed Severino and got 
four straight outs. Jimmy 
Cordero pitched a perfect 
seventh and Peralta a 1-2-3 
eighth. 
Cincinnati loaded the bas- 
es in the ninth against Clay 
Holmes on two hits and 
walk before Will Benson 


hit a game-ending come- 
backer. Holmes got his fifth 
save in seven chances, his 
first save since April 12. 
New York’s relivers pitched 
14 2/3 scoreless innings in 
the series and leads the 
major leagues with a 2.87 
bullpen ERA. 
“We’ve got some guys 
back, but we have been 
beat up,” Boone said after 
the Yankees completed a 
stretch of 33 games in 34 
days. 
Hunter Greene (0-4) re- 
mained winless in 10 starts 
this season and has al- 
lowed eight home runs. He 
gave up four runs, four hits 
and three walks in a sea- 
son-high seven innings and 
matched his season high 
with 10 strikeouts. 
Bader put the Yankees 
ahead with a two-run hom- 
er in the fifth with a drive 
over the left-field wall for 
his fourth homer, Torres 
added an opposite-field 
drive to right on a fastball 
in the sixth. Anthony Volpe 
added an RBI single in the 
seventh. 
“Bader hit a changeup. 
Everyone knows I’m work- 
ing on it but still had a lot 
of success with it in a lot of 
situations,.” Greene said.q 


New York Yankees manager Aaron Boone, right, speaks with 
umpire Brian O’Nora in the first inning of a baseball game 
against the Cincinnati Reds in Cincinnati, Sunday, May 21, 2023. 


Associated Press 


McNulty claims first Grand Tour stage win, Armirail stays in Giro lead 
ahead of decisive Dolomites 


BERGAMO, Italy (AP) — 
American cyclist Brandon 
McNulty 
won 
the 
15th 
stage of the Giro d’Italia 
on Sunday for his first vic- 
tory in a Grand Tour while 
Bruno Armirail kept hold 
of the leader’s pink jersey 
as the race prepares for a 


dramatic and decisive final 
week. 
McNulty, who rides for UAE 
Team Emirates, edged out 
Ben Healy and Marco Frigo 
at the end of the tough 
195-kilometer 
(121-mile) 
route from Seregno to Ber- 
gamo. 


“I’m stoked. This was my 
goal coming here,” McNul- 
ty said. “I wanted a stage 
win but I got sick in the time 
trial. 
“I wanted to finish solo but 
luckily I managed to win 
even in a sprint ... Let’s 
hope this win adds to the 
team’s motivation on GC 
with Joao Almeida.” 
All three had been part of a 
large breakaway that went 
early in the stage. Healy at- 
tacked on the fourth and 
final classified climb and 
McNulty caught up to him 
on the descent, followed 
by Frigo with 10 kilometers 
remaining. 
Frigo was dropped again 
on the unclassified climb 
shortly before the finish 
but the Italian’s superb 
descending skills saw him 
catch back up to the other 


two, with the finish line in 
sight, setting up the final 
sprint. 
Geraint 
Thomas 
led 
a 
group of general classifica- 
tion riders across the line, 
almost seven minutes be- 
hind McNulty but 33 sec- 
onds ahead of Armirail. 
That saw Armirail’s advan- 
tage over Thomas cut to 
one minute, eight seconds. 
Primož Roglič was two sec- 
onds further back. 
“It’s been difficult to retain 
the Maglia Rosa,” Armirail 
said. “It was a hard stage 
with a lot of climbing and 
there was Einer Rubio at 
the front. He was likely to 
take the jersey so my team- 
mates had to pace all 
along. 
“Yesterday I didn’t real- 
ize what it was to take the 
Maglia Rosa but today, 


with the incredible support 
of the crowd, I’ve found 
out what it’s like. It’s huge 
and I’m delighted to stay in 
the lead on the rest day.” 
The race has its second 
and final rest day on Mon- 
day before heading to the 
Dolomites and a brutal final 
week. 
Three of the last six stages 
have been given the maxi- 
mum difficulty rating of five 
stars and the week kicks off 
with one of them on Tues- 
day. There is more than 
5,000 meters of elevation 
along 
the 
203-kilometer 
(126-mile) route from Sab- 
bio Chiese to Monte Bon- 
done, including a top-cat- 
egory climb to the finish. 
The Giro ends in Rome next 
Sunday.q 


Brandon McNulty celebrates as he wins the 15th stage of the 
Giro D’Italia, tour of Italy cycling race from Seregno to Bergamo, 
Italy, Sunday, May 21, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Koepka delivers another major performance to win PGA 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
PITTSFORD, N.Y. (AP) — All 
those injuries that made 
Brooks Koepka wonder if 
he was still among golf’s 
elite were put to rest Sun- 
day at Oak Hill when he 
beat the strongest field of 
the year and won the PGA 
Championship for his fifth 
major title. 
Determined as ever to re- 
store his reputation as the 
player to beat in the ma- 
jors, Koepka ran off three 
quick birdies early, never 
lost the lead amid a gritty 
fight from Viktor Hovland 
and closed with a 3-under 
67 for a two-shot victory. 
He won his third Wana- 
maker Trophy — only Jack 
Nicklaus and Walter Hagen 
with five and Tiger Woods 
with four have won the 
PGA Championship more 
time — and captured his 
first major in four years. 
And to think the 18 months 
Koepka was so wounded 
he felt he couldn’t com- 
pete, a decision that might 
have led to him leaving the 
PGA Tour for Saudi-funded 
LIV Golf in a shocking move 
last June after the U.S. 
Open. 
In the Netflix series “Full 
Swing” that began aired 
earlier this year, he was 
quoted as saying his con- 
fidence had given way to 
doubt. “I’m going to be 
honest with you, I can’t 
compete with these guys 
week in and week out.” 
Give him good health and 


a clear head, and good 
luck taking down Koepka 
in the majors. 


He now has won five of his 
last 22 majors, a rate ex- 
ceeded only by Woods, 
Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, 
Nick Faldo and Ben Hogan 
in the last 75 years. 
Koepka is in pretty heady 
company just about every- 
where he looks. His five ma- 
jors are as many as Seve 
Ballesteros and Byron Nel- 
son. Among active players, 
only Woods (15) and Phil 
Mickelson (6) have more. 
“I’m not even sure I dream 
of it as a kid, that I’d win 
that many,” he said. 
Koepka looked as pow- 
erful as ever and left little 
doubt about his place in 
the game with his two-shot 
win over hard-luck Hovland 
(68) and Scottie Scheffler, 
who closed with a 65 and 
returned to No. 1 in the 
world. 
“To look back to where we 


were two years ago, I’m so 
happy right now,” Koepka 
said. “This is just the coolest 
thing.” 
The victory moves Koepka 
to No. 13 in the world and 
No. 2 in the Ryder Cup 
standings. The top six au- 
tomatically qualify, and it 
would be hard to fathom 
leaving Koepka off the 
American team. He can 
only early points in the ma- 
jors, and two more are still 
to come. 
Koepka had to share the 
loudest cheers with Califor- 
nia club pro Michael Block, 
who put on an amazing 
show over four days. Block 
made a hole-in-one on 
the 15th hole while play- 
ing with Rory McIlroy, and 
then made two tough par 
putts at the end for a fourth 
straight 70. 
He tied for 15th, giving him 


a return date to the PGA 
Championship next year 
at Valhalla. It was the best 
finish by a club pro since 
Lonnie Nielsen tied for 11 in 
1986 at Inverness. 
“The most surreal moment 
I’ve ever had in my life,” 
Block said. “I’m living a 
dream and making sure 
I’m enjoying the moment. 
Not getting any better than 
this — no way in hell.” 
Block charges $125 a lesson 
at Arroyo Trabuco in Mission 
Viejo, California. He earned 
just short of $290,000 at Oak 
Hill. 
For Koepka, his fifth ma- 
jor might have been the 
sweetest of all considering 
the scrutiny of his pedestri- 
an play brought on by inju- 
ries and his decision to join 
LIV Golf, where he has won 
two of the 54-hole events. 
q 


Brooks Koepka holds the Wanamaker trophy after winning the 
PGA Championship golf tournament at Oak Hill Country Club on 
Sunday, May 21, 2023, in Pittsford, N.Y. 


Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


